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ance in an Anglo-Franco-Russian agreement, Lord Halifax
had, for his part, shown that he was squarely facing the
danger, in case of wax, of a neutral and, above all, of a
hostile Russia.
I had been aware of these exchanges of views and in
an article, without actually alluding to them, which at that
time would have been dangerously indiscreet, I had, in
order to dot the i's, invoked the history of Russo-German
relations, recalling the Bjorkoe interview of 1905, when
the ex-Kaiser sought to persuade Nicholas II to form a
bloc against England, and to draw France into it. I had
even added with apprehensive foreknowledge:
" It is in vain for Hitler to have founded his political
fortune as much on the battle against Bolshevism as on revenge
against France. It is idle for him to have covered bellicose
enterprises with an anti-komintern cloak: he would not find
it embarrassing to come to a temporary understanding with
Moscow, if to do so would result in keeping the Muscovite
bloc out of the game in progress between him (Hitler) and
the Franco-British alliance"
This recollection came back to my mind while Senor
Merry del Val, reflecting the trend of the news of German
origin which he had kindly just summarised for me, ended
with this question, " Don't you think that the Dantzig
affair is now settled ? " " Settled ? " I murmured. " Can
we tell what will be the reactions to the military and
diplomatic victory that Hitler has just won on the battle-
field of the Chancelleries ? What will they be in Poland ?
I don't know. In France and Great Britain ? From the
point of view of alliances, that will depend on Poland
herself. From other points of view, I wonder how far
Hitler's renunciation of all his anti-Soviet propaganda will
influence French opinion, on the Left against the Soviets,
on the Right against Hitler himself ? And you, yourself/'
I emphasised, striving to penetrate his thoughts, " what
can you say now of the man who has made his political
fortune by standing up as a rampart against Bolshevism ? "